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The Most Learned Woman in America: A Life of Elizabeth
Graeme Fergusson

Anne M. Ousterhout

through the period of the yank Revolution and lengthy after, the identify Elizabeth Graeme
Fergusson was once popular in Philadelphia, famous as belonging to at least one of British
North the US s so much illustrious ladies of letters. One admirer The Most Learned Woman in
America: A Life of Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson dubbed her "the so much realized girl in
America." In this, the 1st full-length biography of Fergusson, Anne M. Ousterhout brilliantly
captures the existence and instances of the USA s first nice woman savant.Born in 1737 to a
prosperous family, Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson excelled from an early age. even though ladies
in her day have been denied larger education, Fergusson learn widely, teaching herself in
literature, history, The Most Learned Woman in America: A Life of Elizabeth Graeme Fergusson
and languages, even examining classical literature within the unique tongues, an strange skill
for a colonial woman. She wrote prolifically frequently until eventually dead night or later,
spending yet a number of hours napping and released her poetry. Her journals of a visit to
England and Scotland circulated broadly between admiring Philadelphians. throughout the
1770s she hosted a Saturday night salon at her domestic that used to be unmatched within the
colonies for its brilliance.Yet regardless of her achievements, Fergusson s lifestyles used to be
fraught with monetary woes, undesirable romances, and treasonous plots that hounded her all
through her life. After her father forbade her marriage to Benjamin Franklin s illegitimate son,
she secretly married Henry Hugh Fergusson, a British Loyalist who left her earlier than the
Revolution. Henry s actions, including Elizabeth s personal political indiscretions, earned her
effective enemies, resulting in the confiscation of her family members estate, Graeme Park.
even supposing she finally succeeded in reclaiming her property, her attractiveness used to be
tarnished within the process. Her efforts to justify her activities have been tireless, alienating
pals and making the final fifteen years of her lifestyles miserable.The such a lot discovered lady
in the US masterfully narrates Fergusson s efforts to stay an competently genteel life, whilst she
struggled opposed to the bounds that her society put on its women. within the process, we will
be able to start to comprehend the conflicts inner and exterior that ladies of the innovative new
release faced."
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